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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 6/02/2006, and 
8/01/2006 have been entered and considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bittmann et al. (US 2003/0154136) in view of Fieldhouse et al. (US 2002/01 19767). 

Regarding claim 1 . Bittmann et al. teaches a method for obtaining an account 
balance of a wireless communication account (see par. 31 where it is that Bittman's 
invention can use several different types of accounts, including prepaid accounts with 
cellular operations, which reads on wireless communication account), said wireless 
communication account associated with an account identifier (paragraphs 66-68, in par. 
66 the identification information is explained to possibly be account number, which is an 
account identifier associated with the wireless communication account, and specifically 
68, where it is explained the customer information is cross referenced with the account, 
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which reads on the account being associated with an account identifier), comprising: 
associating a handset identifier with said wireless communication account (par. 66 and 
68, par 66 explains that the customer identification can be several different identifiers 
such as an MSISDN, telephone number, or cellular phone identifier, which reads on 
handset identifier); transmitting a first message to an account maintenance system (par. 
68, see where it is explained that the evaluator 210, which is within the mobile device, 
can send a query to the billing system 1 16 about account information, such as account 
balance), said first message comprising at least said handset identifier and said account 
identifier (par. 68 explains that the billing system will cross reference the customer 
information with the account balance, i.e. information such as the telephone number 
(handset identifier), or account number (account identifier) explained in par. 66 as the 
customer identification); and a handset associated with the handset identifier obtaining 
said account balance by receiving a second message, the second message providing 
an account balance for the wireless communication account associated with said 
account identifier, (par. 68 explains that the billing system will cross reference the 
customer information with the account balance, i.e. information such as the identification 
of the cellular phone explained in par. 66 as the customer identification. The billing 
system then transmits the information, i.e. sends a message containing the account 
balance, to the evaluator 210, which is in the mobile device.) 

However, Bittmann does not distinctly disclose the idea that the first message is 
transmitted in response to a user selection of a predetermined handset key. 
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Fieldhouse discloses a recharge system for a calling account (abstract). He 
discloses the idea of using a predetermined handset key, that a user can select in order 
to transmit a first message, (see paragraphs 44-45, where it is explained that the 
wireless telephone is associated with a stored-value account (such as a pre-paid 
account), and that when the users account is low the user can press selector 21 , which 
is predetermined to connect to the recharge service and initiate a recharge transaction, 
i.e. sending a first message based on the user selection of a predetermined handset 
key. In par. 56 the idea of the button for recharge being a one touch method is 
explained.) 

Therefore it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to utilize the sending a message based on a user selection of a 
predetermined handset key as in Fieldhouse with the idea of checking a users account 
balance as in Bittmann. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user 
to detect if a stored value account (i.e. prepaid account) is low, and adding calling units 
to the account based on a reselected recharge option (Fieldhouse par. 10). 

Regarding claim 2. Fieldhouse further teaches wherein said transmitting a first 
message comprises: enabling a soft key from a plurality of handset keys for 
replenishment of an account (figure 5 item 21c); associating said account identifier with 
said soft key (see par. 50 where it is explained that the user selects the recharge key 
and then the system is configured to directly link the wireless telephone to the recharge 
website, and selection of the recharge amount causes the server to ad the calling units 
to the users calling account, therefore the account must in some way be associated with 
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the soft key, since when it is pressed by the user, the account is able to have units 
added thereto); associating a null amount with said soft key (see par. 52 where it is 
explained that predetermined amounts can be configured for the recharge button); and 
said transmitting of said first message being in response to a user selection of said soft 
key (see paragraphs 44-45, where it is explained that the wireless telephone is 
associated with a stored-value account (such as a pre-paid account), and that when the 
users account is low the user can press selector 21 , (21c is the recharge soft key) which 
is predetermined to connect to the recharge service and initiate a recharge transaction, 
i.e. sending a first message based on the user selection of the soft key.), said first 
message comprising a null amount (i.e. the predetermined amount to recharge the 
account from par. 52), said account identifier (see par. 52 where it is explained that the 
account has the recharge amount added automatically with no other input from the user, 
therefore, although not described in detail, an account identifier is obvious). Fieldhouse 
does not disclose the idea of a handset identifier in the message. Bittmann, on the other 
hand, does disclose this idea in par. 66 and 68. In par. 66 he explains that the customer 
identification can be several different identifiers such as an MSISDN, telephone number, 
or cellular phone identifier, which reads on handset identifier, and the customer 
identification is sent along to check the users balance. 

Regarding claim 3. Fieldhouse further teaches the idea of a message to the 
recharge server containing payment account data in par. 60. See where he explains the 
server may prompt the user to enter payment information. 
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Regarding claim 5. Fieldhouse further teaches wherein the predetermined 
handset key is a directional key in par. 47 (i.e. the scroll key 21 d reads on a directional 
key). 

Regarding claim 6. Fieldhouse further teaches that the wireless communications 
account is a prepaid telephone account in the abstract (i.e. stored-value calling 
account). 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
grounds of rejection as applied to claims 1-3 above, and further in view of Bagoren et al. 
(US 2002/0115424). 

Bittmann and Fieldhouse do not teach the idea of sending the message in an 
SMS message. 

Bagoren teaches the idea of replenishing an account balance with a mobile 
phone using an SMS message in par. 10. 

Therefore it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to utilize the SMS messages as in Bagoren with the idea of checking a 
users account balance, and replenishing it as in the combination of Fieldhouse and 
Bittmann. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow for notifying the 
subscriber using the commonly known short messaging service (SMS) (Bagoren par. 9). 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael T. Thier whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2832. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571 ) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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